[image: C:\Users\User\Desktop\CSM logo.JPG]

Causeway Speciality Market (CSM)
Policy – High Winds

General
Our market marquees are temporary structures which cannot be anchored and are therefore weather limited.  We use 30kgs weights on each leg of the marquee as standard and this covers us up to 25 mph.  Where it looks likely that forthcoming conditions are likely to exceed the stated weather limitations, we need to implement our high wind policy. 

A marquee that blows away can cause serious injury to persons and damage to property, and it is our responsibility to ensure that this does not happen.


Erecting the Marquees correctly
We have an experienced market team who take responsibility in erecting and dismantling the marquees on market day.  The market team on are site from 4am to ensure the market is set-up for traders arriving from 8am.


High Wind Policy for CSM Outdoor Market
In order to ensure the safety of all traders, customers, and staff, and to comply with health and safety regulations, we have established the following high wind policy for our outdoor market:

1. Wind Gust Threshold:
The Market will only be cancelled if the forecast predicts wind gusts of 30mph or more for the market day.  This decision is based on a combination of factors including weather forecasts, site conditions, risk assessments, marquee manufacturers guidelines and safety concerns.

2. Monitoring the Weather:
Weather conditions will be monitored throughout the week leading up to the market day. We review multiple reliable forecasts and use the official Met Office Coleraine forecast as our primary source of weather data.

3. Risk Assessment & Safety Guidelines:
In accordance with our Risk Assessments, Health & Safety Guidelines, and Insurance Conditions, the setup of market marquees and stalls is restricted in wind speeds exceeding 30mph.  If the forecast indicates gusts above this limit, the Market will not go ahead.

4. Communication with Traders:
Traders will be informed throughout the week if adverse weather conditions are predicted.  We will send updates via email to keep everyone informed of the potential weather impact.

5. Cancellation Decision:
A final decision regarding the cancellation of the Market will be made by 12pm on the Thursday before the scheduled market day. This allows sufficient notice for traders to adjust their plans and avoid unnecessary preparation.

6. Refund Policy for Cancellations Due to High Winds:
If the Market is cancelled due to high winds, all traders will receive a full refund, which can be applied to their next market booking.  

7. Trader Cancellations:
If a trader decides to cancel their participation in the Market due to weather concerns, they must notify us at least two weeks prior to the market date. Cancellations received after this deadline will not be eligible for a refund.

8. Responsibility of Traders:
Traders are responsible for ensuring their equipment, products, and stands are securely anchored.  If conditions become hazardous, we reserve the right to ask traders to dismantle their stalls for safety reasons.

9. Unexpected Winds Gusts 
If the wind picks up unexpectedly, immediately remove all the walls from the marquee.  If the situation gets worse, the market team will be called in to start dismantling.  

Recommended Wind Limitations
Wind gust speeds given are in mph on Met Office Coleraine.  Where weighted down on hard surfaces, the assumption is the 30kgs leg weight is used on each leg of the tent up to 25mph gust forecast.  Up to 30mph wind gust speeds use 2 weights per leg (60kgs).


Marquee size – leg weight requirements
	Marquee size
(m)
	Max wind gusts on weights, 30kgs per leg with sides
	Max wind gusts on weights, 30kgs per leg without sides
	Max wind gusts on weights, 60kgs per leg with sides
	Max wind gusts on weights, 60kgs per leg without sides

	3x3
	22 mph
	26 mph
	24mph
	30mph




We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in maintaining a safe environment for all traders and customers at the market.
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